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and white students were ‘‘inherently unequal.’’ 
That ruling and the Court’s subsequent order 
that public schools be desegregated with ‘‘all 
deliberate speed’’ touched off a firestorm of 
protest in the South and contributed substan-
tially to the growth of the modern-day civil 
rights movement. Today, the NAACP has over 
500,000 members standing in unity with all 
who support protecting our constitutionally 
guaranteed civil rights against all who would 
oppose protecting these freedoms. 

Even in my district in Houston, the NAACP 
seeks to be a voice against injustice for all mi-
norities. The NAACP Houston Branch has a 
long and rich history championing civil rights in 
Houston on vital issues such as the desegre-
gation of Houston schools, combating the 
spread of HIV/AIDS, and improved access to 
education and information technology. 

The NAACP Houston Branch has played an 
instrumental role in breaking new ground on 
the path to freedom and equality for Houston’s 
minority community. The branch has been ex-
periencing tremendous growth in recent years 
while serving the Harris County area through 
its programs and myriad committees made up 
of its dedicated staff and volunteer members. 
Led by an Executive Committee of approxi-
mately 25 volunteers, there are approximately 
800 members in the Houston Branch. 

Some of the Houston Branch’s programs in-
clude collaborations with the City of Houston 
Health Department in STD prevention and 
awareness programs, legal assistance in the 
form of legal consultation and educational 
seminars, a year-long enrichment program de-
signed to recruit, stimulate, improve and en-
courage high academic and cultural achieve-
ment among African American high school 
students, and other programs beneficial to mi-
norities across the city of Houston. 

As a member of the Judiciary Committee, I 
truly appreciate the support from the NAACP 
in fighting for the reauthorization of the Voting 
Rights Act. We all know that without the reau-
thorization of the Voting Rights Act, the voting 
rights of many U.S. citizens would be in jeop-
ardy. When I authored H.R. 745 in the 110th 
Congress, I am proud to say that with the 
NAACP’s support, my colleagues and I were 
able to rename the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa 
Parks, Cesar E. Chavez, Barbara C. Jordan, 
William C. Velasquez, and Dr. Hector P. Gar-
cia Voting Rights Act Reauthorization and 
Amendments Act of 2006. This bill renamed 
the Voting Rights Act to demonstrate the 
many faces of the Civil Rights Movement. The 
bill was renamed to recognize the Hispanics 
and other persons of color who labored in the 
vineyards to insure that all receive equal treat-
ment in the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, H. Con. Res 35 provides for a 
tribute to celebrate the impact and achieve-
ments of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People in their efforts to 
better the lives of minorities and the commu-
nity. There is still a need for justice and equal 
treatment for minorities in our country. I am 
grateful for the many fights for equality that he 
organization has won, and thankful that the 
NAACP will be there in the future to champion 
the cause of justice wherever and whenever it 
needs a spokesman. 

The struggles of the NACCP have helped 
pave the way for the election this country’s 
first African-American President Barack 
Obama. During a speech celebrating the 
NAACP, President Obama declared that 

‘‘serving as . . . [P]resident, 100 years after 
the founding of the NAACP, I will stand up for 
you the same way that earlier generations of 
Americans stood up for me—by fighting to en-
sure that every single one of us has the 
chance to make it if we try.’’ 

I thank my colleague, Representative AL 
GREEN, of Texas, for introducing this important 
legislation, to ensure that we celebrate, treas-
ure and recognize the African American spir-
itual as a national treasure and I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this resolu-
tion. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHN-
SON) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution, H. Con. 
Res. 35. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground 
that a quorum is not present and make 
the point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

HONORING GRIFFIN BELL 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 71) ac-
knowledging the lifelong service of 
Griffin Boyette Bell to the State of 
Georgia and the United States as a 
legal icon. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 71 

Whereas Griffin Boyette Bell was born on 
October 31, 1918, in Americus, Georgia, to 
Thelma Leola Pilcher and Adlai Cleveland 
Bell, a cotton farmer; 

Whereas Griffin Boyette Bell died on Janu-
ary, 5, 2009, at Piedmont Hospital in Atlanta, 
Georgia, after enduring long-term kidney 
disease and a battle with pancreatic cancer; 

Whereas Griffin Boyette Bell was raised in 
the Shiloh community outside of Americus 
until his family moved into Americus to es-
tablish a tire retail store; 

Whereas Griffin Boyette Bell proved him-
self a superior student in the Americus pub-
lic schools and later at Georgia South-
western College also in Americus; 

Whereas in 1942, Griffin Boyette Bell was 
drafted into the Army, where he served in 
the Quatermaster Corps and Transportation 
Corps; 

Whereas Griffin Boyette Bell, while sta-
tioned at Fort Lee, Virginia, met and mar-
ried Mary Powell, who also had family ties 
in Americus, Georgia, and they later had one 
son, Griffin Jr; 

Whereas in 1946, Griffin Boyette Bell, after 
being discharged from active duty in the 
Army with the rank of Major, enrolled in the 
Walter F. George School of Law at Mercer 
University in Macon, Georgia; 

Whereas Griffin Boyette Bell worked at the 
firm Anderson, Anderson, and Walker while 
in law school; 

Whereas Griffin Boyette Bell, while still a 
law student, passed the Georgia bar exam-
ination and was appointed city attorney of 
Warner Robins, Georgia; 

Whereas Griffin Boyette Bell, after grad-
uating Mercer University law school with 
honors in 1948, practiced law in Savannah, 
Georgia, and Rome, Georgia; 

Whereas in 1953, Griffin Boyette Bell ac-
cepted an offer to join the Atlanta law firm 
of Spalding Sibley Troutman and Kelley, 
later renamed King and Spalding; 

Whereas in 1958, Griffin Boyette Bell was 
appointed chief of staff to Governor Ernest 
Vandiver and while serving in that capacity 
was influential in organizing the Sibley 
Commission, which mapped Georgia’s ap-
proach to school desegregation; 

Whereas Griffin Boyette Bell, while as 
chief of staff to Governor Ernest Vandiver, 
also helped moderate State policy con-
cerning civil rights and was instrumental in 
keeping Georgia’s schools open during that 
turbulent period; 

Whereas in 1961, Griffin Boyette Bell was 
appointed by President Kennedy to the 5th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals where he 
served for 14 years and often played an in-
strumental role in mediating disputes during 
the peak of the United States Civil Rights 
Movement; 

Whereas in 1976, President Jimmy Carter 
nominated Griffin Boyette Bell to be the 
72nd Attorney General of the United States 
and he was confirmed to that position on 
January 25, 1977; 

Whereas Griffin Boyette Bell brought inde-
pendence and professionalism to the Depart-
ment of Justice during his tenure as Attor-
ney General by daily posting of his third- 
party contacts, including meetings and calls 
with the White House, Members of Congress, 
or other non-Justice Department individ-
uals; 

Whereas Griffin Boyette Bell in his capac-
ity as Attorney General, advised the Carter 
administration and helped to increase the 
number of women and minorities serving on 
the Federal bench by recruiting Wade 
McCree, an African-American Eighth Circuit 
judge, to serve as Solicitor General of the 
United States and Drew S. Days III, an Afri-
can-American lawyer for the NAACP Legal 
Defense Fund, to head the Civil Rights Divi-
sion of the Department of Justice; 

Whereas Griffin Boyette Bell also led nego-
tiations to divide his former appellate court, 
the 5th Circuit spanning from Georgia to 
Texas, into two courts: a new 5th Circuit 
based in New Orleans and an 11th Circuit 
based in Atlanta; 

Whereas Griffin Boyette Bell, upon res-
ignation as Attorney General in August 1979, 
was appointed by President Carter as the 
Special Ambassador to the Helsinki Conven-
tion; 

Whereas Griffin Boyette Bell served as a 
member of the Secretary of State’s Advisory 
Committee on South Africa from 1985 to 1987; 

Whereas in 1989, Griffin Boyette Bell was 
appointed Vice Chairman of President 
George H. W. Bush’s Commission on Federal 
Ethics Law Reform; 

Whereas Griffin Boyette Bell served as 
counsel to President George H. W. Bush dur-
ing the Iran Contra Affair investigation; 

Whereas in September of 2004, Griffin 
Boyette Bell was appointed the Chief Judge 
of the United States Court of Military Com-
mission Review; and 

Whereas during Griffin Boyette Bell’s ca-
reer as a lawyer, he specialized in corporate 
internal investigations, and many that were 
high profile, including E.F. Hutton following 
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